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Bakonyi, Ferenc

Ferenc (Frank) Bakonyi is COO of a high tech company, Applied Laser Solutions Inc. in Silicon Valley.

He has lived in California since 1970. In 2001 he established the First California Hussar Regiment — of which he is
their Colonel. This equestrian group, in authentic uniforms, complete with sabers, rides Hungarian horses. They are
laboring to keep the Hungarian Hussar’s tradition, pageantry and culture alive. The Hussar Regiment is a member of
the Tradition-Keepers Association of Hungary. The Regiment, with or without horses, participates in many major
Hungarian celebrations and with their presentations, adds color, passion and dignity to the events.

Bozzay, Zina

Zina Bozzay is a composer, performer, music researcher, and educator who had been dedicated to Hungarian folk
singing for many years. She has worked with master singers in Hungary, performed Hungarian folk songs at well-
known events in Budapest and around California, and is actively coaching beginners through professional musicians
in this style, including leading her own weekly singing circle in San Francisco.

Borocz, Istvan

Istvan Borocz was born in Siéfok, Hungary, completed high school in Veszprém and attended Medical school in
Budapest until 1956. After the Revolution he continued his medical studies in Vienna, Austria, then at the University
of Virginia. He completed six years of surgical residency and spent two years the US Air Force and 30 years in private
practice in Walnut Creek, California. After retirement Dr. Bérocz is teaching English on the Internet to Hungarian
physicians. He is married (52 years), has one son and two grandchildren.

Csicsery, George Paul

George Paul Csicsery, a writer and independent filmmaker, has produced 32 documentaries on historical,
ethnographic, and cultural subjects, including Where the Heart Roams (1987), Hungry for Monsters (2003). Troop
214 (1997) and Songs Along A Stony Road (2011), exploring recent Hungarian history and culture. See
www.zalafilms.com. His films on mathematical subjects include N is a Number: A Portrait of Paul Erdds (1993),
which was awarded the 2010 Ember Judit Audience Favorite award at the First Los Angeles Hungarian Documentary
Film Festival. He received the 2009 Joint Policy Board for Mathematics (JPBM) Communications Award for
bringing mathematics to nonmathematical audiences. He is also recipient of the 2008 Arpad Academy Gold Medal
awarded by The Hungarian Association, Cleveland, OH.

Fuller, Soma

Soma Fuller was born in 1995 in Hahot, Hungary. He attended Batthyany Lajos High School in Nagykanizsa. He won
a Scholarship to the Woodside Priory School in Portola Valley where he is an exchange student this year. He is also
active in the Hungarian Catholic Mission.

Fulemile, Agnes
Agnes Filemile (PhD) is currently director of the Balassi Institute Hungarian Cultural Center in New York. She has
degrees in Ethnography, History and History of Arts from ELTE, Budapest. She has been a senior research associate
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at the Institute of Ethnology, Hungarian Academy of Sciences. She has been teaching American university students in
Education Abroad Programs in Budapest for 20 years. She has been a Fulbright scholar (UC Berkeley, Metropolitan
Museum of Art, Rutgers University) and was the visiting Hungarian Chair Professor at Indiana University,
Bloomington, 2006-20009.

Gilbert, Szilvia

Szilvia Gilbert is currently President of the Hungarian Scout Association of the SF Bay Area. She is the Vice
President of the SF Hungarian Heritage Foundation and Chair of the annual Hungarian Heritage Festival. She is also a
volunteer as Vice President of Haven Works, Inc., a non-profit organization dedicated to providing housing to
veterans and single parents.

Héamos, LaszId

Laszl6 Hamos has been President of the Hungarian Human Rights Foundation since 1976. He is also the Board
Chairman of the Kossuth Foundation in Washington, DC. He is the former Chairman of the Board of the Hungarian
Reformed Federation of America. Mr. Hdmos promotes Hungarian minority communities in Central Europe. He is the
elected President of the American Hungarian Library and Historical Society in New York, serves on the Executive
Committee of the Hungarian American Coalition in Washington, and represents North America on the Diaspora
Council recently established in Budapest.

Horvath, Janos K.

Janos K. Horvéth is graduate of the Franz Liszt Academy of Budapest in conducting, music education and cello
teaching; Professor Emeritus of the University of Calgary, Alberta Canada. Presently he is Professor of Music at the
Holy Names University - Kodaly Center - in Oakland CA.

Hules, Endre

Endre Hules, writer/director of the award-winning feature films Torn From the Flag and The Maiden Danced to
Death, and writer of Prima Primavera, graduated as a director from Hungary’s National Academy of Theatre and
Film Arts, and as a producer from the American Film Institute. A recipient of two CINE Golden Eagles, two European
Media Awards, and a Screen Actors Guild Award among others, his films were produced in a dozen different
countries and shown around the world. He acted in close to a hundred Hollywood productions like Apollo 13, Seven,
Angels and Demons, The Peacemaker, Zoolander, 24, Monk, Frasier, NYPD Blue, Masterpiece Theatre and taught
acting, directing and writing at New York University, the University of Southern California, Bard College, Smith
College, the Conservatoire Espace Acteur de Paris and workshops in Europe, North America and Japan. Currently, he
has two films in development. For further information, go to www.endrehules.com. Endre Hules will be talking about
making the cultural connection between Hungary and Hungarians around the world; the necessity and the difficulties
of producing a film that accommaodates the sensibilities of Hungarians both inside and outside Hungary, as well as
extending the reach of Hungarian culture and history beyond Hungarian speakers.

Kassai. Jozsef
Jozsef Kassai is Chief Editor for programs about Hungarians outside of Hungary, Duna Televizio Zrt.

Kadar, Géza

Géza Kadar, Jr. is a retired business attorney and healthcare delivery system consultant. He lives in Santa Rosa,
California. Mr. Kadar was one of the founding board members of the Hungarian American Coalition and serves as its
legal counsel. He earned a JD, from Georgetown University Law Center in 1975 and a BA in Political Science from
the University of California, Berkeley in 1971.

Kadar Lynn, Katalin

Katalin Kadar Lynn is a senior researcher at E6tvos Lorand University in Budapest and an independent scholar based
in Budapest and California. Her principal area of research is WWII and the Cold War with an emphasis on Central and
East European exile leaders, their organizations and activities. She earned a PhD from ELTE BTK in 20th Century
Hungarian history and a Masters in Liberal Arts from Washington University in St. Louis, MO. Her undergraduate
degree was earned at the University of Colorado. She is the owner of Helena History Press. In 2011, she was awarded
the Gold Cross of Merit (Arany Erdemkereszt) of the Hungarian Republic.

Lauer Rice, Andrea
Andrea Lauer Rice is the CEO and Founder of Lauer Learning, and has created a number of multimedia educational
tools to teach children about culture, language and history. She has co-authored and produced two books, an

2



educational computer game, graphic novel and oral history website about the 1956 Hungarian Revolution. Lauer Rice
serves as VP of the Hungarian American Coalition and is active in the Atlanta Hungarian community.

Lazar, Katalin

Katalin Lazar was born in San Francisco; her mother is a 56-er, her father left Hungary after WWII. As a young child
Katalin attended the San Francisco bay Area Hungarian school and participated in the folk dance group led by Lajos
Németh. She continued her schooling, from 1969-1978, at the Hungarian Gymnasium in Burg Kastl, Germany, where
she was a member of the folk dance group. Katalin received her BS degree in History and German at San Francisco
State University and also studied International Relations on the graduate level. Katalin was an active member of
Eszterlanc Folk Dance Ensemble from 1978-2005; she was Artistic Director from 1983-2005. Also, Katalin was a
member of the leadership of Stephaneum (Hungarian House in San Francisco) from 1984-1993.

Lovéasz, Levente

Levente Lovasz was born in Szekszard, Hungary, in 1995. He attended elementary school in Szekszard; since 7th
grade he has been a student of the Benedictine High School in Pannonhalma. He won a scholarship to the Woodside
Priory School where he is a student there this year. He is also involved with the Hungarian Catholic Mission.

Magyari-Kope, Gabor

Rev. Gabor Magyari-Kdpe was born in Brassé (Transylvania), Romania. After graduating from the Hungarian
Protestant Theological Institute in Kolozsvar he was a pastor for the Hungarian Protestant Communities in Sweden.
Since 2003 he has been the Minister of the Free Magyar Reformed Church of San Francisco and Vicinity.

Németh, Father Maurus

Father Maurus Németh was born in Hungary in 1937, escaped communist tyranny after the 1956 revolution, lived in
Canada for six years before he moved to Portola Valley, California and became a Benedictine monk at the Woodside
Priory Benedictine Community in 1963. After he completed his higher education in 1972, he was ordained a priest and
started to teach in the Woodside Priory School. In 1994 he was asked to assume the leadership of the Hungarian
Catholic Mission. He is the Pastor of the H.C.M. since; he is also involved with the cultural life of the Hungarian
Community in the San Francisco bay Area. Father Maurus’

work with the Hungarian Community was acknowledged by two distinguished awards: “Pro Cultura Christiana” from
the Hungarian Bishops Conference in 2007 and the Gold Cross of Merit (Arany Erdemkereszt) of the Hungarian
Republic in 2009.

Pigniczky, Réka

Réka Pigniczky (Television journalist, documentary filmmaker) worked for Associated Press Television News for
over 15 years, both in New York and Budapest, Hungary. She completed her first feature-length documentary,
Journey Home: a story from the Hungarian Revolution of 1956, at the end of 2006. She founded 56Films with
Barnabas Ger6 in 2005, and has since then produced and directed 4 independent films. Réka was born and raised in
the U.S. by Hungarian refugee parents; she has spent 14 years living and working in Hungary since 1992. She now
lives in Orinda, California.

Rékay, Andréas

Born in Budapest at the end of WW |1, Andrés Rékay lived in Slovakia with his family for a short time. He attended
elementary school in Buda, Balatonboglér, and Balatonfokajar. In 1956 he escaped alone to Austria and continued
school in the Hungarian Gymnasium in Bad Iselsberg. Thorough family reunification he ended up at his older sister in
Chicago. Andras completed college in Chicago and married his wife, Cili.

Soon they both became members of the Hungarian Freedom Fighters Federation. After receiving his degree in
Electrical Engineering, the Rékays settled in Oakland, CA; Andras worked at Kaiser Engineers then at Lawrence
Livermore National Laboratory. He retired from LBNL a few years ago. He had been active in Hungarian
communities since 1962; presently he is President of the Hungarian Freedom Fighters Federation Inc, San Francisco
Bay Area Chapter. This group organizes the yearly St. Steven’s Day celebration at Golden Gate Park in SF and the
commemoration of the 1956 Hungarian Freedom Fight, in front of the ,,Gloria Victis” (Dics6ség a Legy6zotteknek)
statue in the courtyard of the California State Building, across the street from San Francisco’s City Hall.

Roller, Jay

Jay Roller made his first pilgrimage to the birthplace of Unitarian faith (Transylvania) in 1998. Since then he has been
back almost annually and lived there in 2004. He is on the Balazs Scholar Committee at Starr King School for the
Ministry in Berkeley, CA.



Szablya, Helen

Helen Szablya is Hon. Consul General of Hungary for Washington, Oregon, and ldaho, based in Seattle; she is an
award-winning author, columnist, translator, and lecturer. She has two university degrees, speaks six languages, and
wrote over 700 articles. Helen co-authored Hungary Remembered, an award-winning, oral history drama/lecture series
of the Hungarian Uprising, and The Fall of the Red Star, an award-wining book. Her new novel, My Only Choice—
1942-1956 Hungary, is the true story of their life and through it the story of their native land, as the 7-year old grows
up and becomes a mother of three through Nazism and Communism. Helen Szablya received the Order of Merit from
Hungary 2005, and the Spirit of Liberty Award 2011 of the Ethnic Heritage Council. She and her late husband, Dr.
John F. Szablya, professor of electrical engineering, escaped in 1956 with two toddlers and a newborn. They have
seven children, 16 grandchildren, and two great-grandchildren. Together they founded Szablya Consultants, Inc.
Helen published Hungary International for American business people doing business in Hungary, distributed
nationally and internationally. She and her husband were instrumental in resettling the Sopron Forestry University in
Vancouver, BC, Canada, establishing the Our Lady of Hungary Catholic Church there, the Seattle-Pécs Sister City
Association, the establishment of the Hungarian Consulate, and the Hungarian-American Chamber of Commerce in
Seattle. They were founding members of the Hungarian-American Association of Washington State. Hungarian life
started in Seattle only in 1982.

Szab6-Lengyel, Victoria

Born and raised in the Bay Area by Hungarian-American ’56-ers’, Victoria holds a BA in Psychology from the
University of Pennsylvania, an MBA in Finance from Santa Clara University, and Project Management Professional
(PMP) Certifications from the University of Phoenix and the Project Management Institute. She has been a Bank of
America employee for over 20 years where she serves as a Business Analyst Manager in Compliance Technology. She
is President of the Hungarian Heritage Foundation, Secretary of Eszterlanc, and a Girl Scout Troop Leader, and has
qualified for President’s Club award for her volunteer activities. She is married to John Lengyel, also a child of
Hungarian immigrants, and has two children, Becca and Nick.

Szilagyi, Nelly

Nelly Szilagyi was born and raised in Hungary, where she met her American husband; they moved to Chicago in 1997
and to Seattle in 2001. Soon Nelly became involved with the Hungarian American Association of Washington State
(HAAW) and started teaching in the Hungarian School; she was director of the school for several years. Also, Nelly
had been teaching Hungarian for adults for many years. She regularly organizes fundraiser events, as her contribution
to keep alive the Hungarian language and culture, not only for her own children but also for future generations. Nelly
Szilagyi became Vice President of the Hungarian American Association of Washington State in 2012.

Teleki, Maximilian N.

Maximilian N. Teleki is President of the Hungarian American Coalition (Coalition) based in Washington DC. The
Coalition is the leading advocacy organization promoting bilateral ties between the United States and Hungary, human
and minority rights for ethnic Hungarians, and promoting Hungarian cultural programs. Since 2000, Mr. Teleki is a
Professor of International Relations at the Catholic University of America. He is a Director and Advisor to private
Companies and Foundations in Central and Eastern Europe. He is respected as a passionate advocate for Hungary, the
United States and Hungarian Americans. He is true to the traditions of his name: Teleki - an ancestral Transylvanian
family which has served Hungary over hundreds of years in various public capacities.

Té6th, Kata Kollar

Katalin Kollar T6thné (Albany Unified School District (CA) and Hungarian School, San Francisco Bay Area) has a
Master’s degree in Education (teaching Hungarian language and literature, Russian language and comparative
literature) from E6tvos Lorand University Budapest, Hungary (1983); and a Professional Certificate in Teaching
English as a Second Language from the University of California at San Diego (1999). She has thirty years of
experience in teaching Hungarian and English at primary and secondary levels.

Téth, Sylvia

Sylvia Toth is the co-chair of the Sonoma-Tokaj Sister City Committee. She has a BA in Geography and Sociology.
She is a retired City Planner having worked for 25 years at various public agencies throughout the San Francisco Bay
area.



Ungar, Arliss

Arliss Ungar, a graduate of Stanford University, holds an honorary doctorate from Starr King School for the Ministry
(Unitarian Universalist) where she chairs the Balazs Scholars Program which each year brings a Transylvanian
Unitarian minister to study at the school.

Ungvéri, Gitta

Gitta Ungvari is Staff Technician for the Town of Los Gatos where she manages the day-to-day activities of the
finance department and prepares comprehensive financial reports. She is active in several professional organizations.
She has served on the board of the Municipal Management Association of Northern California (MMANC) since 2011
and has been a key coordinator for the MMANC Annual Conference since 2009. She had been appointed MMANC
Treasurer in 2013. Gitta is a dedicated member of the local Hungarian-American community. As the mother of two
children, her involvement in the community began with her volunteering in the Hungarian Scout Association of the
San Francisco Bay Area. Since 2007, she has served as a key organizer of fundraising and social events. In 2009, she
was elected Vice President of the Hungarian Scout Association Board of Directors. Also, Gitta serves on the
Hungarian Heritage Foundation Board of Directors as the Chief Financial Officer and a key member of the Hungarian
Heritage Festival Administrative Committee. In her spare time, as limited as that is, she enjoys hiking, reading and
attending local Hungarian events offered by various organizations in the Bay Area.

Voisin, Eva

Eva E.Voisin, Esg. is the Honorary Consul General of Hungary for Northern California since1993. In that capacity,
she represents all diplomatic, business and commercial interest of Hungary in her jurisdiction.

She founded the Hungarian American Chamber of Commerce in the US. Inc., in 1990 and continues to be active as
Chairman of the Board. Ms. Voisin supports all Hungarian American organizations and maintains an electronic
“Hunlist”, to which she sends bi-monthly event calendars. She is the co-founder of “Nagycsapat”, also an electronic
list. She organizes Hun cafés, monthly reunions of Hungarian Americans.

Eva E.Voisin is an attorney at law, with an extensive business clientele. She was educated at the University of
California,Los Angeles, Middlebury College and the Sorbonne and holds a JD degree. She speaks Hungarian, French,
German and Spanish. She is the recipient of the Pro Auxilio Civium Hungarorum (2003) and the Hungarian Order Of
Merit (Magyar Erdemrend Tisztikeresztje) (2013).

Voros, Katalin

Katalin Voros is R&D Engineering Manager at the University of California, Berkeley, Department of Electrical
Engineering and Computer Sciences, where she has worked for 30 years. She left Hungary with her parents in 1956
and has been an active member of the Hungarian immigrant community ever since. Currently Katalin is
Secretary/Webmaster of the American Hungarian Educators Association (AHEA) and maintains an active email list
for San Francisco Bay Area Hungarians. Katalin received the Gold Cross of Merit (Arany Erdemkereszt) of the
Republic of Hungary in 2009.

Wallis, Cecily Keleti
Cecily Keleti Wallis is co-chair of the Sonoma-Tokaj Sister City Committee. She has a B.A. in History from UC
Berkeley and an M.B.A. from Sonoma State University. She currently works as a trusts & estates paralegal in Napa.

Zentai, 11diko

Born and raised in Budapest, Ildiké moved with her family to the United States in 1995. She is an economist. She
holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in Foreign Trade, and a Masters of Arts degree in Marketing Communication, from
the College of Foreign Trade, Budapest, Hungary. She is currently employed by the California Department of
Education in Mountain View. Ildiko has been the President of the Hungarian Catholic Mission in Portola Valley,
California for 10 years. Working with Father Maurus she has been instrumental in increasing membership of the
Hungarian Catholic Mission, which emphasizes Faith, Culture and Charity. Ildiké routinely coordinates Hungarian
cultural and fundraising events in the San Francisco Bay Area. These include Hungarian concerts, literature seminars
and Hungarian national holiday celebrations. Her goal is also to educate the younger generations in understanding
their Hungarian identity.
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