Greetings On the Occasion of the Hungarian American Coalition’s

Gala Evening

Dear Distinguished Guests,

Apart from what the organizers of tonight’s event intended, I am sure that it was God’s will
that tonight’s Gala Evening was scheduled for the feast of Ascension Thursday. In this spirit,
I would like to greet everyone here by citing the promise of Jesus Christ to his disciples just
before he ascended into heaven: “Behold, I am with you always, even unto the end of the
world.” Indeed, even today, we may be sure that God is with us: on both sides of the ocean, at
home in the Carpathian Basin, and here, in the New World. “And if God is with us, who can
be against us?” as Transylvanian Prince Gdbor Bethlen quoted from Saint Paul’s epistle.
/Rm 8:31/

Ladies and Gentlemen! Brothers and Sisters!

| am very pleased that my very first trip following the latest European Parliamentary elections
has brought me here, to the U.S., which we used to call “the Free World”, where I am being
honored by the Hungarian American Coalition. For this, please accept my heartfelt thanks.

Apart from the honor, | would like to express my gratitude to you, Hungarian Americans and
American Americans, because you have, in Christ’s words, “always stood by us” during our
most difficult periods in our history. Even in the darkest days of the Communist and ultra-
nationalist oppression, Hungary and the ethnic Hungarian communities outside its borders
knew that we could count on you to stand up and speak up for us. Twenty-five years ago,
when we in Timisoara stood up against the “Evil Empire” (Ronald Reagan), we drew strength
from the knowledge that not only God, but also our freedom-loving Hungarian-American
friends and the democratic United States of America were supporting us in our struggle for
human rights, national rights, and minority rights.

I am especially happy that tonight the Coalition is also honoring the late Congressman Tom
Lantos, of blessed memory, and the US-based Hungarian Communion of Friends.

In the summer of 2007, in one of his final speeches, Tom Lantos spoke at the inauguration of
the Victims of Communism Memorial in Washington. Here, too, Tom Lantos was the
champion of human rights, speaking out in no uncertain terms on behalf of the oppressed, of
the “captive nations”, and condemning without distinction all of the dictatorships of the last
century and of our own age. Among others he declared about the 1956 Hungarian Revolution:
“The Hungarian Revolution was not suppressed its victory merely delayed.”

Ladies and Gentlemen!

| have always believed that our struggle to achieve freedom, democracy, and human rights
must never cease. The Tom Lantos Institute was created for this purpose. So, too, was the
Hungarian Human Rights Foundation, under the leadership of Ldszlo Hamos, the Victims of
Communism Memorial Foundation, inspired by Lee Edwards, and the Hungarian American
Coalition, which recently began its third decade of operation.

As | begin my third term in the European Parliament, | invoke our common European-
American alliance on behalf of the principle of freedom, and express my thanks to my



Hungarian-American brethren and to all of our American friends: first and foremost to
Coalition President Max Teleki; to Honorary President Edith Lauer; and to the Szekeres
brothers — with the faithful conviction that we must all work together to achieve a full victory
for the democratic transition begun a quarter century ago.

May God help us in this endeavor.

May 29" 2014, Washington, DC
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