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Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen, it’s a pleasure and an honor for me to briefly share a 

few remarks. 

This is our 10th annual gala – my 10th gala event as president. 

Aniko – Edith and John, Zsolt, and so many others (my wife for your patience over the 

years – and my other wife Andrea) – this 25th anniversary is an opportunity to reflect on 

the road travelled – and also look to the future. 

These milestones also provide our organization an opportunity to – reflect on what the we 

and our associate organizations in the us and abroad have accomplished – and it reminds 

us of the unfinished work – and the future possibilities but this year marks an important 

milestone – 25 years since the fall of the iron curtain.  

The Coalition was founded in the aftermath of that seminal event, reflecting the hope that 

was unleashed and the sense that anything was possible, but also reflecting the 

understanding that everyone needed to pull together to realize that promise.  

Are we -- where we thought we would be 25 years ago, as an organization, as a 

community… and as two nations, striving to do their best for their citizens?  Have we 

met the expectations of those days?  Is there unfinished business that remains to be done? 

I think the answer to all of these questions is yes. 

To truly appreciate the significance of 1989 – we must remember that - the first crack in 

the iron curtain was made by Hungarian freedom fighters in 1956. 

Hungarians fought and gave their lives for freedom, to become free from foreign 

occupation and from local tyrants, and to be able to join the western community of 

nations.  

I’d like to ask each of you to go back in your mind to those historical days in the summer 

and fall of 1989.  Events were occurring in Poland, throughout the region, that 

demonstrated the people’s unquenchable desire for freedom. 

German Chancellor Helmut Kohl said then in 1989 – “the Hungarians have removed the 

first stone from the Berlin wall”.  Indeed, the iron curtain would never close again and 

two months later, the Berlin wall came down. 

1989 culminated with the fall of the Ceausescu regime in Romania.  Sparked by the 

unshakeable courage of a Hungarian protestant minister named László Tőkés in the city 

of Temesvár, the Romanian revolution brought down one of the most despised dictators 

in the region – Europe’s last Stalinist. (until – sadly his long lost adopted son Mr. Putin – 

emerged to poison his people and infect us all with his quest for power !! But  – I’ll get to 

that in a minute) 

1989 completed the arc of one of the most historic years we will know, the “year of 

miracles”. 
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In fact, it was not so much a miracle as the culmination of decades of hope and hard work 

by courageous and probably foolhardy men and women who prized freedom above all 

else. People in this room and people like the late – great – Tom Lantos – one of my 

mentors, my heroes. 

What has happened since 1989? 

15 years ago, Hungary formally joined NATO, which paved the way for EU accession – 

10  years ago. 

But the transition is not over; the legacy of decades of submission to a soviet agenda have 

not completely healed.  They are re-kindled by the czar - Col. Putin. 

But for Hungary and its neighbors - to maintain its rightful presence in the western 

community of democratic nations, it must reject Russian aggression in all its forms, 

which ultimately threatens not only Hungary’s sovereignty, but also its cultural and 

spiritual autonomy.  It must reject Russia’s expanding financial and energy interests in 

western, central and Eastern Europe – that threaten its sovereignty. 

I do not need to remind all of you – especially our Ukrainian brothers and sisters – 

present – of Russia’s aggression. 

The sochi – shake-down and circus – that lead to the unlawful invasion and annexation of 

Crimea. 

Are we going to simply watch – as Ukraine --potentially becomes a land-locked nation? 

Where is NATO? 

Where is the United States leadership? 

We can no longer – afford to be spectators in Putin’s “Disney world of disdain and 

corruption” 

Can we? 

We as citizens of the free world – as Americans, as Hungarian Americans, as members of 

the Central European family. As citizens who seek justice and freedom have a moral 

obligation to speak out for the human  rights of both our ethnic brothers and sisters. But 

our Ukrainian friends in their struggle. 

From Kiev to Krakow 

From Albania to Estonia 

From Georgia to Germany 

We must remind our European allies – especially the German, the British, and French – 

that – in the not to distant past – we fought for their freedom. 

So – as they hedge on sanctions, and as the French continue to sell weapons to the 

Russians – I think it is fair to ask: what are they doing? 

Where is their moral compass?   

How far into Putin’s pockets are they? 
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Please prove us wrong and show us you are not blinded by the benefits of business – over 

the freedoms and futures of your neighbors – our common friends to the east. 

After all is said and done, despite frustrations many of us share, I do see a future of 

promise and possibility.   

I do see a Central and Eastern and Southern Europe as a stabilizing force of economic 

prosperity and modernity as the anchor for Southern Europe! 

As for the role of the United States, it is still an indispensable power, and it – needs  to 

ensure that the work it began 15 years ago by welcoming others – and expanding – the 

NATO alliance 15 years ago is -- unshakeable. 

The United States must recommit itself over the next 20 years to support a stable Europe 

– strong – whole and free!  With strong institutions and far less dependence on Russian 

natural gas. 

1989 – the year of miracles. These miracles were not inevitable. Miracles never are. 

25 years ago in 1989 we witnessed a series of events (kaleidoscope of changes) that 

forever changed – what was once thought to be unchangeable. 

Let us recommit ourselves to building upon that (this) marvelous beginning, to 

solidifying the future of Hungary, Ukraine, and all of Central Europe by further 

strengthening transatlantic relations. 

This is our task, this is our duty.  

This is our time! 


