Good evening Ladies and Gentlemen,

I would like to extend my welcome you to all of you and thank you for honoring us with your
presence. | would like to thank the organization committee for their tireless work making this
event possible, and creating for the participants a wonderful and memorable evening.

| am honored to have been asked to give the laudatory remarks for the Hungarian
Communion of Friends the MBK.

Let me start by congratulating and thanking Andrea and Reka for the superb video they
made of the organization. Their video very well reflects the essence of this organization, its
history its operation and its goals.

As you saw in the film this organization was established in 1971. It is arguably one of
the most successful Hungarian organizations present in the Diaspora. It was established by first
generation Hungarians, the lead organizers being dr Andras Ludanyi, Lajos Elteto, and dr
Gyorgy Csomanyi. So what is this organization about? The best way to think about it is that it
is an informal Think Tank of emigre intellectuals - architects, lawyers, teachers, engineers,
economists and physicians. It is loosely organized representing a wide political spectrum, from
conservative to liberal. The organization meets on a yearly basis at a place aptly called Lake
Hope. In a beautiful bucolic setting, they discuss in a very friendly, informal manner issues of
importance, both political, social, health related, ethnic and religious challenges of Hungary.
The informality of the meeting lends support to friendly debates between opposing viewpoints,
and the daily communal meals, evening fireside chats, dances singing of Hungarian folksongs
deepens the collegiality.

The organization is a group of deeply religious believers initially mostly Unitarians but
the group subsequently metamorphosed into an ecumenical gathering. Each summer
conference starts and ends with an ecumenical service. | cannot resist to point out that the
Unitarian Church was founded in Transylvania by Ferenc David and was the first congregation
in the world to declare freedom of religion to all denominations. Something Hungarians are very
proud of.

As you saw in the video clip, there were many young pre-teen age and teen age faces. It
symbolizes the ardent wish of the organizers to encourage 2nd and 3rd generation Hungarian
Americans in the workings of this organization.

It would be difficult to list all the accomplishments of the organization since 1971, in a
few minutes allotted to me but let me mention some of the highlights.

During the 1980's when there was an initial thaw in the communist system the
Communion of Friends jumped at the opportunity and hosted experts in the field of social
sciences, literature and economics from different countries of the Carpathian basin to give
lectures at Lake Hope.



After the regime change of 1989 the activities of the Communion of Friends changed to

reflect the temper of the times. Their goal has slightly shifted to facilitating the democratization
of Hungary, networking with leading intellectuals from Hungary, fight for the rights of
minorities in Central Europe, aid churches, provide scholarships, continue to host lecturers from
Central Europe, promote Hungarian Television worldwide, publish a yearbook, start an internet
newspaper. For all their achievement they were given the very high and prestigious award of the
Hungarian Government the Magyar Orokseg Dij the Hungarian Heritage Award.
Through these examples | hope | was able to show you that this is an organization that is very
adept at identifying and changing to new circumstances, and reinventing itself and at the same
time never loosing sight of their primary mission, to strengthen the Hungarian Diaspora and at
the same time enable a close networking between Hungary and the Diaspora.

So I'd like to thank the leadership of the Communion of Friends for their work
achievements and congratulate you for tonight's award and wish you continued success in your
work.

For this reason it is my privilege as Chairman and as a Friend to share the inscription on
this (back to your left on a table - you can point to) which reads:

HUNGARIAN AMERICAN COALITION
2014 ORGANIZATIONAL - HONOREE

In recognition of the

Hungarian Communion of Friends
(Magyar Barati Kozosség)

for its historic contribution to promoting
the emergence of democracy in Hungary
by providing a forum and practical support
for authentic voices
of democratic opposition and minority rights
behind the Iron Curtain

The Hungarian American Coalition
salutes the leaders and membership of MBK
for their invaluable contributions
to our shared mission.
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